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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 


That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication; or any package in which the publication is kept. 


Descriptive Note: 


Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 


The set of two CD-ROMs entitled Magic Stumphs Vol. 1 (also known as Magic-stumps- 
1 a/Magic-stumps-1 b; Magic-s-1 a/Magic-s-1 b ar\6 Magic 1 A/Magic 1B) has been 
classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to the persons 
who have attained the age of 18 years and over. 

Magic Stumphs Voi. 7 is a set of two CD-ROMs originating in Belgium. The disks are 
labelled Magic 1A and Magic 1B. The contents of Magic 1A consist of brief information 
about the two CD-ROMs, 10,318 files containing still images, 450 text files, a 
demonstration version of an interactive game, a card game, and viewers intended to 
be downloaded for displaying the contents of files. Magic 1B has 79 files containing 
short sequences of moving images, some with soundtracks. 
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The publication has been restricted to an adult audience because of its treatment of 
matters of sex and nudity. The CD-ROMs are primarily intended as a resource for men 
who are sexually attracted to women amputees. The still images consist mainly of 
photographs and drawings of women with amputated limbs, from a wide range of 
sources and in a wide variety of styles, showing the women in an enormous array of 
situations and endeavours. A moderate proportion of the images have some degree of 
sexual focus, varying from nude holiday snapshots to formally posed nude portraits 
that emphasise sexual characteristics. Avery small percentage explicitly depict 
consensual sexual activity. The majority of these images feature adults who appear to 
be comfortable with this type of representation. There are also numerous images 
showing surgical implements and prostheses, and a few graphic depictions of injury 
and disease that might disturb sensitive viewers. The text files contain material that 
varies from academic articles exploring the attraction to a partner with a missing limb 
to stories of sexual encounters between female amputees and their male admirers. 

The games both have a degree of sexual focus. A second disk features short 
sequences of moving images, mainly showing women amputees using prostheses or 
involved in sporting or social events. 

The material is organised loosely according to the nature of the amputations depicted, 
and some folders focus on a particular type of item, but the images and text are 
otherwise randomly assembled. The CD-ROMs provide very limited methods for 
locating individual images. 

A very small minority of the still images, comprising 54 nude and semi-nude 
photographs of young women and girls and 11 drawings that show childlike figures 
with adult sexual characteristics, have been considered under s3(2)(a) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act (FVPC Act) 1993. All of the images in 
question have some degree of sexual focus, but none show sexual activity. Only one 
photograph appears to depict a young girl, in this case perhaps in her early to mid- 
teenage years. Several others are ambiguous as to the subject's age or the purpose of 
the image, or depict their subjects in an informal and natural manner that is not overtly 
sexual. If these images were grouped together or comprised the whole of the 
publication, their fresh, young quality might tend to accentuate the sexual desirability 
and availability of young persons. However, the images reviewed are randomly 
scattered throughout the publication, amid quite unrelated subject matter, and are not 
easily accessible except by browsing the images one by one. The Classification Office 
concludes that the presence of the images described does not lead the publication to 
promote or support, or tend to promote or support the exploitation of children or young 
persons for sexual purposes. Further consideration of the very few relevant images 
under s3(3)(b) leads to the conclusion that the publication does not exploit the nudity of 
young persons to any significant extent. 

A few of the sexual images depict bondage. However, apart from two drawings that 
suggest sexual coercion and emphasise the helplessness of their female subjects, 
these depictions show women who appear to be willing participants in this form of 
sexual activity. Given their random placement amid a host of unrelated subject matter, 
none of these images has a significant impact on the publication as a whole. 

The Classification Office has also concluded that the publication does not treat 
disabled people as inherently inferior to other members of the public. Respect and 
admiration for amputees are in evidence throughout the publication. The dominant 
effect is positive and life-affirming and the record of courage and endeavour offers 
positive role models for the disabled. In addition, the quantity and range of the 
information compiled constitutes a resource of historical and educational value. 
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The Classification Office has considered the right to freedom of expression, as set out 
in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, in making this decision. Magic Stumphs 
Vol. 1 is intended, at least in part, for sexual titillation. The Classification Office 
considers that the extent and nature of the sexual material included renders the 
availability of the publication likely to be injurious to the public good unless it is 
restricted to an adult audience. This restriction is a reasonable limit on the right to 
freedom of expression because it gives as much effect as possible to the freedom of 
expression as is consistent with Parliament's intention in the FVPC Act to protect the 
public good from injury. 


OFLCRef: 9900213 


tmpCCFC 



